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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HARVEY B. CARLTON, 

a resident of Rochester, in the county of Mon 
roe and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Cain 
eras; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it pertains to make and use 
the same. 
The invention relates to cameras, and has 

for its object to provide a convenient and 
compact camera for the use of bicyclists and 
others; and it consists in the construction 
hereinafter described and particularly 
pointed out[ 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a side elevation of a camera, the back, plate 
holder, and ground-glass cover being indi 
cated in dotted lines as partially removed. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation with the plate-holder 
removed. Fig. 3 is a rear elevation, partly in 
section, the plate-holderbeing omitted. Fig. 
Alvis a side elevation of the same, partly in 
section. Fig. 5 is a partial section on line 5 5 
of Fig. 3, the back plate being omitted. 
Numeral 1 denotes a camera-box and 2 a 

removable back, and 3 a removable plate 
holder. These parts being of well~known 
form need not be particularly described. 
The back holds a ground glass at and con 
stitutes a frame therefor, and 5 denotes a re 
movable panel to cover and protect the glass. 
The panel is preferably larger than the exte 
rior of the opening in the holder and at each 
end has an inner edge or ?ange '7, adapted to 
enter a groove 8 in the back. 

9 is a spring situated in one of said grooves 
S, which spring can be compressed by push~ 
ing an edge or ?ange 7 into groove 8 in apply 
ing the panel to the back. 
The present improvement relates more par 

ticularly to so-called “hand” or “ detective” 
cameras,in which compactness is highly desir 
able, and an inclosing case objectionable. 
Further, it is in many cases desirable that the 
exterior of such a camera comprise nothing 
to clearly disclose its nature and purpose. 
These objects are attained by the present i1n~ 
provement. The ground glass is framed in 
the detachable back of the box and is pro 
tected by aremovable cover or panel, prefer 

ably of the same general appearance as the 
body of the box. This cover is within or 
closely contiguous to the back, and entirely 
excludes light and also dust. When the cam 
era is to be used, the panel is readily removed 
and the glass is then unobstructed. 

If desirable in any case,the pl ate-holder can 
‘be removed and separately carried, as, for ex 
ample, in the pocket of a wheelman. In such 
case the back being in place and the article 
closed there are no visible indications of its 
nature or use. ' 

The improvement is not limited to the par 
ticular means for holding the panel or cover 
removably in place. 

10 indicates movable bars one at each end 
of the camera for holding the plate-holder 
and the back, and 11 indicates spring-held 
yokes or bails the ends of which are ?xed to 
said bars. The latter are situated in grooves 
2 in the parallel side edges of the back, and 

the arms 13 of the ‘y-okcs 11 are situated in 
grooves 14; formed in the interior of the side 
walls of the camera at right angles and ad 
jacent to grooves 12. 

15 denotes a spring to hold the back, or 
back and plate-holder, to the camera. The 
bars 10 are shown in their outermost situa 
tion, as when the plate-holder is inserted be 
neath them in Fig. 1, the springs 13 being 
then under the greatest tension. ‘ 

In Fig. 5 both the plate-holder and back are 
wanting and the springs are represented ac 
cordingly, the bar being shown as held in its 
innermost situation in readiness to receive‘ 
under it either the plate-holder or the back, 
or both. 

I-Ieretofore a hood provided with tubular 
eye-sockets has been attached to the box at 
the rear, and such construction is not of my 
invention, which is characterized by the fea 
tures of construction and the effects above de 
scribed and hereinafter particularly pointed 
out. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim is 
1. In a camera the combination of the re 

movable back having an opening for a screen, 
springs to hold said back to the camera in a 
yielding manner to permit the insertion be 
tween it and the camera of a removable plate 
holder, a screen closing the opening in the 
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back and framed therein, and a removable 
cover for said screen also ?tted in the back, 
said springs being adapted to hold the back 
closed either against the camera-box or 
against the plate-holder according as the lat 
ter is or is not in place in the box, all sub 
stantially as described. ‘ 

2. In a camera, the removable back having. 
an opening for a screen, springs to hold said 
back in the camera in a yielding manner to 
permit the insertion and removal of a plate 
holder, a ground-glass screen framed in the 
back and situated in said opening, a cover 
closely adjacent the screen larger than said 
opening and entirely closing and concealing 
the same and provided with ?anges and 
grooves on its opposite ends, said ?anges be 
ing adapted to enter grooves in the back at 
the ends of the spring and the cover-grooves 
being adapted to receive the edges of the back, 
substantially as described. 

In a camera the combination of the re 
movable back having grooves in its edges, 
bars situated in said grooves, the back being 
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adapted thereby to slide on and off the bars, 
springs attached to the bars and to the cam 
era, a gr0nnd~glass screen formed in the back, 
and a removable cover for said screen, all 
substantially as described. 

4. In acamera, the removable back, springs 
to hold said back in the cam era in a yielding 
manner to permit the insertion and removal 
of a plate-holder, a ground-glass screen framed 
in the back adjacent an opening therein, a 
cover larger than said opening and entirely 
closing and concealingthe same and provided 
with ?anges and grooves on its opposite ends, 
said ?anges being adapted to enter grooves 
in the back at the end of the spring and the 
cover-grooves being adapted to receive the 
edges of the back, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

HARVEY l3. CARLTON. 
IVitnesses : 

JOSEPH GODDARD, 
GEO. CARLTON. 
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